GRIMSTEAD PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council meeting held at West Grimstead Village Hall on Monday, 3rd October 2011 

Present:  Mr G Bayford, Chairman, presiding, Mrs R Clark, Mr R Amor, Mrs L Paramor, Mrs H Birchenough, Wiltshire Councillor R Britton plus two members of the public.
Apologies were received from Mrs S White

Declaration of Interest  The chairman declared his interest in the accounts  

Public Speaking    Once again the subject of road repairs arose.  Apparently the worst areas along the East Grimstead/West Grimstead road have been marked.   The clerk to check with Highways to see if resurfacing is going to take place in the near future.  One of the councillors also reported that she had almost fallen off her bike at one of these potholes.   

The Minutes of the meetings held on the 16th August and 12th September, 2011, having been
Circulated, were taken as read and signed.        

MATTERS ARISING

64.11	Windwhistle Lane    A site meeting has been arranged at the junction with the A36 on the 5th October at 2.0 p.m. when Mr Mark Stansby of Wiltshire Highways will be in attendance.   A report will follow at the next meeting. 

65.11	Railway Bridge   A further email has been sent to the construction company but no reply.   When work commences, Mr Amor agreed to monitor the situation. 

66.11   Horsepond   Mr Bott has dug out half the pond (the remainder will be done next year) and it 
looks much better.   Thanks were expressed to Mr G Paramor for cutting back the vegetation at short notice.   The clerk to write again to Wiltshire Council reminding them that the drains need digging out.  

67.11	R2      There is £2596.83 in hand.   A new seesaw is required but this money could also be used towards the cost of the footpath from West Grimstead to Whaddon.  On this subject the chairman and clerk had recently met with members of Alderbury Parish Council and the clerk from Alderbury was arranging to obtain quotations for digging out the footpath.

68.11	Audit  The external audit has been carried out and everything is in order.  The effectiveness of the system of internal audit is to be reviewed each year.   The Parish Council should also ensure that it has up to date Standing Orders and Financial Regulations in place.     The clerk had, prior to the meeting, forwarded copies of these to the councillors who found they were all in order.   The clerk to inform the Auditors of this Minute

69.11	Planning 

S/2011/1332 No 1 Hill View Cottage, West Grimstead  Proposed loft conversion to include the insertion of two rooflights and a new dormer window.    The Council had no objections to this application.
S/2011/1395 The Limeyard, West Grimstead    - Change of use of land from lime yard to a B2/B8 mixed use with B2 use constrained to the existing crushing plant area.    The Parish Council was very concerned at the many discrepancies in the Planning, Design and Access Statement to this application and it was discussed in great detail.   The number of employees is wrong (3 full time and 2 part time) - there is only the owner.  The map attached to the application does now show a true picture. The site is at the bottom right hand corner of the map when it should be in the middle. The map does not show Windwhistle Lane joining the A36.   There are other properties between the site and the A36.  It mentions that the road to the north of the site has a relatively low frequency of traffic but this is incorrect.   A great number of large vehicles use this road especially those coming to and from the West Dean Storage site plus wood lorries travelling to and from West Dean.   If a Distribution Centre were to be approved, this volume of vehicular movements would significantly increase. With regard to deliveries, there has only ever been ten per day at the absolute maximum (as testified by a former employee) – not 70 as stated.   Since 2008 when the business moved to Lyme Regis,  apart from occasional deliveries of chalk, the site has not been used. The only movements of late are lorries bringing in rubbish/builders’ rubble or old vehicles to be scrapped. Vehicles are directed to the site (through the sat nav system) down Windwhistle Lane. If a Traffic Management Plan were to be implemented, it would be implausible to think that traffic would not find a way to use the local roads and it would  be impossible to monitor traffic movements to and from the site. Already there is a rat run from the A36 to the A30 with workers going to Porton Down and this is particularly busy during rush hour.

The principal access of the site is located only a short distance from the neighbouring property and not ‘some distance away’ as stated. 
The Access Statement states that the applicant would not object to the imposition of any conditions being imposed on any permission granted.   Sadly the owner has taken no notice whatsoever of previous conditions being imposed, i.e. the wheelwash was never used;  old abandoned cars, etc. have been left to rust; a huge heap of rubble/rubbish has been allowed to accumulate, etc. 

With regard to Policy E19 – there are at least 18 vacant units in the area; there will be increased noise and disruption  affecting neighbouring dwellings and this will be exacerbated by the prevailing winds;  there will also be an adverse impact on protected species.
Although the site is near to the A36, there would still be heavy traffic along this road.  Members of the Council were not expressing speculative views but those based on their own personal experience.  Lorry drivers would automatically turn right out of the site and not go back to the A36 if another delivery was to be made towards the south of the site.   

Limestone is not a highly corrosive material.
Ecology – most of the site is scrubland and ideal for great crested newts which are to be seen in the nearby ponds. 

The chairman asked for the application to be called in if the officers were minded to approve it. 

70.11	Accounts   The following accounts were passed for payment:

	
		Mazars (external Audit)				   £60.00
		A Bott (clearing of Horsepond)			£200.00

71.11	Correspondence   A letter was received from Tom Bray asking if any Parish Council would be interested if short mat bowls carpets which have become available.  The letter forward to the Village Hall Committee.
	The Parish Steward will be in the area from the 11th to 17th October. It was agreed to ask him to clear round the 30 mph sign along the Dean Road. 
	Rubbish It was thought that Wiltshire Council will have fortnightly collections despite notices in the press stating that local councils would continue with weekly ones
	South Wilts Area Board – the next meeting is at Pitton Village Hall on the 6th October.
	Jubilee Mugs  A price list had been received from commemorative mugs for the Queen’s Diamond Jubilee.

72.11	Any Other Business
	A councillor asked if a handyman could be employed to do the various jobs around the parish.  An appropriate advertisement to go in Village Life and the Notice Boards. Both Alderbury and Whiteparish Parish Councils employ somebody for the purpose.
	Grasscuttings are still being dumped on the verge and ditch outside Crockford House. The clerk to write and ask the owners not to do it. 
	Enforcement Officer -  The Parish Council does not appear to get any satisfactory results when writing to the Enforcement Officer, e.g. Balmer Lawn House, Crockford House fence, rubbish at the Lime Yard site and also Sunnyside Farm site. Although the correct procedure is carried out it is frustrating that nothing seems to be done.   It was suggested by Councillor Britton that we express our view to the Enforcement Officer before bringing the matter up before the Chief Planning Officer or the Area Board Secretary.

73.11	Next Meeting – Tuesday 22nd November at West Grimstead Village Hall

